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Attitudes to Wealth
Agenda

9.30 - 9.40am Introduction and housekeeping 
 Chris Priestley (Withers)

9.40 - 10.00am Introduction to Attitudes to Wealth research 
 Nigel Sprunt (Withers)

10.00 - 11.00am  Keynote speaker
 Andrew Marr - Broadcaster and political commentator

11.00 - 11.30am Coffee break

11.30 - 12.10pm Changing approaches to taxation of wealth
  Grace Blakeley (Institute for Public Policy Research) 
 Matthew Parris (The Times)                                                                      

Penny Warr, Jaime McLemore (Withers), Chris Groves (Withers, moderator)

 With multiple storm clouds on the horizon, this session will look at potential 
changes to taxation of wealth: 

 l  what are the effective ways to generate funding for states’ activities   
 in a fair and equitable way that won’t encourage avoidance or evasion?             

 l  have wealth taxes been successful when they’ve been implemented? 

 l  what is an appropriate level of transparency regarding tax and   
	 financial	affairs	that	isn’t	intrusive	but	provides	governments	with	the		
 information they need to prevent avoidance? 

 l  how might Boris Johnson’s government change tax rules?  

 l  what would be the impact of a Corbyn government?

12.10 - 12.50pm Managing risk and dealing with disputes outside the public domain
 Diana Parker, Paul Hewitt, (Withers) 
 Chris Priestley (Withers, moderator)

	 Disputes	involving	high	profile	individuals	are	of	immense	interest	to	both	
the media and the general public, who wish to gain insights into personal 
lives and business activities that are otherwise managed privately. What are 
the ways in which HNWs can resolve disputes, including those involving 
divorces	or	trusts,	whilst	keeping	the	contested	subject,	confidential	
information, and indeed the existence of the case itself a private matter?

   
12.50 - 1.15pm How governments are treating wealth 
 Philip Marcovici (Marcovici Asia) and Hussein Haeri (Withers)

 How is investment of wealth currently treated on the international stage? 
Historically, the US and Europe have been the champions of free trade and 
protecting international investment, but they are increasingly terminating 
bilateral investment treaties. Instead, just as China starts to stand up for 
free trade and to expand its Belt and Road projects around the world, the 
Chinese government is pushing greater protection for investments, as well 
as encouraging the use of arbitration to deal with disputes.

1.15 - 2.15pm Lunch

Andrew Marr



  
2.15 - 2.55pm What is success in business? How giving back is changing shape
  Dominic Hare (Blenheim Palace)
  Robin Morris (Morris Group)
  Tom Wedgwood (Wedgwood family)     
  Paul Brecknell, James Shaw (Withers), Ceri Vokes (Withers, moderator)

  In the 19th century a number of notable industrial manufacturers provided 
housing for workers and offered education and medical services. This 
session will trace this concept through to contemporary business, where 
founders	choose	to	create	employment	benefit	trusts,	co-ownership	
models and cooperatives. How else can businesses engage with their 
employees and with the communities around them? Has the advent of 
tech companies that can generate huge amounts of value within relatively 
small spaces of time – for employees as well as for owners - changed this?

2.55 - 3.30pm Media interest in successful people and how to protect your reputation
George Trefgarne (Boscobel & Partners) 
Chris Priestley (Withers, moderator)  
Jo Sanders (Withers)

For many wealthy people, the media and public show a level of interest that is 
completely off the scale compared to ‘normal’ people’s lives and expectations. 
But what’s fair in terms of intrusion into private lives, and how can it be 
managed?	How	can	those	in	the	public	eye	manage	their	profile	and	avoid	
pitfalls which both attract the media’s attention and justify their interest? What 
are the other courses of action that can help to mitigate privacy intrusions?

3.30 - 3.50pm Coffee break

3.50 - 4.30pm Engaging the wealthy in philanthropy 
  Sir John Low (Charities Aid Foundation)
  Alberto Lidji 
  (senior advisor to Goldie Hawn foundation, host of Do One Better! podcast)
  Alison Paines, Chris Priestley (Withers)

  Some societies regard philanthropic or charitable giving as a prerequisite 
of wealth, whereas others consider it to be less important. What motivates 
people to give portions of their wealth away and what are the best ways of 
doing so? We will discuss the use of individual foundations set up directly by 
an individual or family, and compare this to giving directly to an organisation 
or cause. We will also discuss key considerations when making large 
donations, and will consider donor-advised funds as another option.

4.30	-	5.15	pm	 Family	offices	and	better	uses	of	wealth	
  Keith Johnston (Family Office Association) 
  Dawn Goodman, Ivan Sacks, Jeremy Arnold (Withers) 

   As	the	use	of	family	offices	grows	around	the	world,	we	look	at	how	they		
  can drive ethical investment and encourage engagement across the   
  generations of a family through better uses of wealth, including managing  
  risk and ensuring that they are properly attuned to potential problems in  
  tax, reporting and transparency.

   Closing remarks 
  Chris Priestley

  Drinks and canapés
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