
 

 

The global Covid-19 pandemic has greatly impacted the immigration policies around the world. In Singapore, a 

slew of travel restrictions and border control measures have been introduced since late January this year. Since 

then, Singapore has brought the local situation under control and is working towards Phase Three of reopening the 

country on 28 December 2020. The travel restrictions and border control measures are constantly being reviewed 

and revised by the Singapore government and a summary of the current travel restrictions and border control 

measures is set out below: 

(a)  Returning Singapore Citizens and Permanent Residents 

Singapore Citizens and Singapore Permanent Residents can return to Singapore without applying for any prior 

entry approval.  Depending on the country of departure, the traveller may be required to: 

 serve a Stay-Home Notice ('SHN') at their own accommodation or at a dedicated facility (at a cost)1; and/or 

 take a Covid-19 swab test ('swab test') upon arrival (at a cost)2 and/or pre-departure (at the traveller's 

expense).3 

The table below sets out the current SHN and swab test requirements for returning Singapore Citizens and 

Singapore Permanent Residents:- 

Country returning Singapore Citizens 
and Singapore Permanent Residents 
had remained in the last 14 consecutive 
days prior to arrival 

Swab test requirement SHN requirement 

 Australia (excluding State of New 

South Wales) with effect from 23 

December 2020, 2359 hrs 

 Brunei Darussalam 

 Mainland China 

 New Zealand 

 Taiwan 

 Vietnam 

 Upon arrival.  To self-isolate until 

receipt of negative swab 

test results (usually within 

48 hours). 

 - Macao 

 - Australia (State of New South Wales) 

with effect from 23 December 2020, 

2359 hrs 

 During SHN period. 

 

 

 7-day SHN at own 

accommodation. 

                                                      
1 Currently, a 14-day SHN at a dedicated SHN facility will cost S$2,000 per person, inclusive of GST. Note that these costs are 
subject to changes. The cost for the 14-day SHN at a dedicated SHN facility is currently waived for Singapore Citizens and 
Singapore Permanent Residents who have left Singapore before 27 March 2020 and will return to Singapore on or before 31 
December 2020.   
2 The estimated cost for the swab test upon arrival is between S$145 to S$196, inclusive of GST. Travellers who are required to 
take the swab test upon arrival would be required to register and pre-pay for the swab test prior to departing for Singapore. Note 
that these costs are subject to changes.    
3 There is currently no requirement for Singapore Citizens and Singapore Permanent Residents to take a swab test before 
returning to Singapore. 
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Country returning Singapore Citizens 
and Singapore Permanent Residents 
had remained in the last 14 consecutive 
days prior to arrival 

Swab test requirement SHN requirement 

 - Fiji 

 - Republic of Korea 

 - Sri Lanka 

 - Thailand 

 - Hong Kong 

 During SHN period.  14-day SHN at dedicated 

facility. Travellers may opt 

to serve the 14-day SHN 

at their place of residence 

upon satisfying certain 

criteria. 

 - United Kingdom with effect from 23 

December 2020, 2359 hrs 

  

 Upon arrival. 

 During SHN period. 

 14-day SHN at dedicated 

facility. 

 - All other countries/places  During SHN period.  14-day SHN at dedicated 

facility. 

 

(b) Long Term Pass Holders  

All Long Term Pass Holders as well as those who have been granted in-principle approval for the relevant Long 

Term Pass will continue to require prior approval from the relevant government agency (e.g., the Ministry of 

Manpower ('MOM'), the Immigration and Checkpoints Authority ('ICA') and the Ministry of Education) before they 

are able to enter Singapore.  

Long Term Pass holders includes ICA-issued Long Term Visit Pass Holders, Employment Pass Holders, S-Pass 

Holders, Student's Pass Holders, Dependant's Pass Holders, Work Holiday Pass Holders and MOM-issued Long 

Term Visit Pass Holders. 

Employers of work pass holders and their dependents will still be required to ensure that they are able to fulfil a 

stipulated list of additional responsibilities as an employer before they can bring the work pass holders back into 

Singapore.  

Depending on the country of departure, the traveller may be required to: 

 serve a SHN at their own accommodation or at a dedicated facility (at a cost)4 ; and/or  

 take a swab test upon arrival (at a cost)5 and/or pre-departure (at the traveller's expense).6  

 

                                                      
4 Currently, a 14-day SHN at a dedicated SHN facility will cost S$2,000 per person, inclusive of GST. Note that these costs are 

subject to changes. 
5 The estimated cost for the swab test upon arrival is between S$145 to S$196, inclusive of GST. Travellers who are required to 

take the swab test upon arrival would be required to register and pre-pay for the swab test prior to departing for Singapore. Note 
that these costs are subject to changes. 
6 Note that Singapore currently only accepts test results from labs in the country of departure that are internationally accredited 

or recognised by the respective government of the country of departure. The test result memo must state the negative test result 
in English, date that the test was taken, traveller’s name and either date of birth or passport number as stated in the passport. If 
the personal details used are not stated in the passport, the traveller should have the relevant identity document on hand for 
further verification. 



 

 

The table below set out the current SHN and swab test requirements for returning Long Term Pass Holders:- 

Country returning Long Term Pass 
Holders had remained in the last 14 
consecutive days prior to arrival 

Swab test requirement SHN requirement 

 Australia (excluding State of New 

South Wales) with effect from 23 

December 2020, 2359 hrs 

 Brunei Darussalam 

 Mainland China 

 New Zealand 

 Taiwan 

 Vietnam 

 Upon arrival.  To self-isolate until 

receipt of negative swab 

test results (usually within 

48 hours). 

 Macao 

 Australia (State of New South Wales) 

with effect from 23 December 2020, 

2359 hrs 

 During SHN period.  7-day SHN at own 

accommodation. 

 Fiji 

 Republic of Korea 

 Sri Lanka 

 Thailand 

 Hong Kong 

 Negative swab test 

taken in country of 

departure within 72 

hours before departure; 

and  

 During SHN period. 

 14-day SHN at dedicated 

facility. Travellers may opt 

to serve the 14-day SHN 

at their place of residence 

upon satisfying certain 

criteria. 

 United Kingdom with effect from 23 

December 2020, 2359 hrs 

 Not allowed entry into Singapore or transit through 

Singapore, even if an approval was obtained earlier.  

 All other countries/places  Negative swab test 

taken in country of 

departure within 72 

hours before departure; 

and 

 During SHN period. 

 14-day SHN at dedicated 

facility. 

 



 

 

(c) Short Term Visitors 

Singapore travel restrictions and border control measures for Short Term Visitors ('STV') have seen a significant 

change as Singapore began reopening its borders. Currently, it is possible to apply for an ICA entry approval for 

STV to enter Singapore via the Singapore Citizen/Permanent Resident Familial Ties Lane, if the STV is an/a: 

 immediate family member or relative of a Singapore Citizen/Permanent Resident; 

 spouse-to-be of a Singapore Citizen/Permanent Resident; 

 Permanent Resident and ICA-issued Long Term Visit Pass in-principle approval holders seeking to complete 

formalities for their long-term immigration facilities; or 

 non-resident who has exceptional reasons for seeking entry into Singapore (e.g. death of a family member in 

Singapore) 

The current SHN and swab test requirements for STV entering Singapore via the Singapore Citizen/Permanent 

Resident Familial Ties Lane are same as the requirements for Long Term Pass Holders above. Note: With effect 

from 23 December 2020, 2359 hrs, STV with recent travel history to the United Kingdom within the last 14 days will 

not be allowed entry into Singapore, or transit through Singapore, even if an entry approval was obtained earlier.  

In addition, the Singapore government has arranged additional Safe Travel Lanes with various countries to 

facilitate short term entry into Singapore.  These includes (i) the Air Travel Pass (for any purpose of travel); (ii) the 

Singapore – Hong Kong Air Travel Bubble; and (iii) the Reciprocal Green Lane arrangements (for business and 

official travel). 

(i) Air Travel Pass 

In general, STV whom had remained in the following countries for 14 consecutive days prior to entering Singapore 

can apply for an Air Travel Pass for entry into Singapore:- 

 Australia (excluding State of New South Wales with effect from 23 December 2020, 2359 hrs) 

 Brunei Darussalam 

 Mainland China 

 New Zealand 

 Taiwan 

 Vietnam 

The current SHN and swab test requirements for STV entering Singapore via the Air Travel Pass are same as the 

requirements for Long Term Pass Holders entering Singapore from the abovementioned 6 countries. 

(ii) Singapore – Hong Kong Air Travel Bubble 

The Singapore – Hong Kong Air Travel Bubble ('ATB') was originally scheduled to begin on 22 November 2020. 

This arrangement has since be deferred by both the Singapore and Hong Kong governments to safeguard both 

cities as well as the travellers' own health.  Singapore and Hong Kong will review the new launch dates of the ATB 

flights and an update will be provided at a later date.   

Based on the earlier announcement of the Singapore – Hong Kong ATB arrangement, travellers whom had 

remained in Hong Kong for the last 14 consecutive days before departure from Hong Kong to Singapore and 

travelled on designated ATB flights will not be subjected to any SHN or swab test upon arrival in Singapore.  

However, travellers will have to produce a negative Covid-19 swab test result taken within 72 hours before 

departing from Hong Kong from one of the testing institutions recognized by the Hong Kong government.  For the 

avoidance of doubt, Long Term Pass Holders will still be required to obtain prior approval from the relevant 

government agency (see above at Part (b)) before they are able to travel to Singapore under the Singapore – Hong 

Kong ATB arrangement. 



 

 

(iii) Reciprocal Green Lane arrangement 

In addition to the Air Travel Pass and the Singapore – Hong Kong ATB, STV whom had remained in the following 

countries for 14 consecutive days prior to entering Singapore and wish to travel to Singapore for business and 

official travel from the following countries can apply for entry under the Reciprocal Green Lane arrangements:- 

 Brunei Darussalam 

 Germany 

 Indonesia 

 Japan 

 Mainland China (applies only to travellers from Chongqing, Guangdong, Jiangsu, Shanghai, Tianjin and 

Zhejiang) 

 Malaysia 

 Republic of Korea 

Depending on the specific agreement between Singapore and each of the countries under the Reciprocal Green 

Lane arrangement, in general, the traveller may be required to: 

 take a pre-departure swab test in country of departure; 

 take a swab test upon arrival at destination country; 

 remain in own accommodation in destination country until receipt of negative swab test results; 

 take a swab test before departure from destination country and/or take a swab test upon return to country of 

departure; 

 serve a SHN at own accommodation or at a dedicated facility upon return to Singapore; and  

 comply with any other specific requirements under the respective Safe Travel Lanes.  

(iv) Connect@Singapore 

The Connect@Singapore initiative was announced by the Singapore government on 15 December 2020 as part of 

Singapore’s efforts to re-open its borders in a controlled and safe manner. This aims to facilitate essential business 

exchanges in light of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Under this initiative, a limited number of business, official and high economic value travellers from all countries will 

be able to enter Singapore for short-term stays of up to 14 days. For the entire duration of their stay, these 

travellers will be housed in a “bubble” within the appointed facilities. Travellers will have to present a valid negative 

Covid-19 Polymerase Chain Reaction ('PCR') test prior to leaving their home country, and obtain a negative result 

for a PCR test that is administered on arrival in Singapore. They will also undergo regular Antigen Rapid Tests 

('ART') and are required to strictly observe all prevailing Safe Management Measures during their stay. 

Applications for interested travellers will open in the middle of January 2021 and travellers will be able to arrive via 

the initiative by the end of January 2021. More information will be released in due course. 

(d) Conclusion 

As Singapore's border control measures continue to react and develop as the global and local situations change, it 

is important to check the latest travel advisory and restrictions relating to travel to Singapore if you are planning to 

travel to Singapore in the near future and to remain flexible with your travel plans as the world continues to tackle 

this crisis together.  
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